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Both the title and the subtitle of this book have
the potential to confuse its readership. Paul
Murdin’'s narrative does not really address the
mapping of the night sky in any literal sense,
and the experience of reading that narrative —
although undoubtedly pleasurable—isnot inter-
active in any way that would be readily under-
stood by the contemporary reader. Instead we
are presented with a straightforward and engag-
ing popular history of how humankind's per-
ceptions of the universe have been progressively
modified both by the devel opment of ever more
complex technologies and by the dramatic shifts
that such technologies have forced upon our
understanding of the universe we inhabit.

The tale that Murdin tells is, of course, the
grandest and most inspiring of narratives, and
histreatment of it isboth secure and deft, asone
might expect from an astronomer and writer of
his stature and experience. It isalso firmly cen-
tred on the persondlities that have contributed
so much to the history of astronomy. Even as
thetechnol ogies become ever more sophisticated
and compelling — from Galileo’s application to
the sky of his rudimentary optical tube to the
remarkable triumphs of the Hubble space tel-
escopeand interplanetary probes—Murdin never
loses sight of the human achievement.

Inevitably, any outline account of therich his-
tory of astronomy must be selective and partial,
and the present book isno exception. Yet Murdin
has been remarkably judiciousin hisselection of
what to include and what to pass over, and the
book never losesimpetus or focus. Neither does
it sell short the grandeur of thetaleit hastotell.

Mapping:
~ Universe

The'interactive’ element of thisbook consists
of a selection of facsimile documents from the
history of astronomy, contained in document en-
velopes throughout the text. These range from a
watercolour of the great comet of 1532 and Gali-
leo’s telescopic observations of Jupiter and the
Moonin 1610 through to theremarkableimagery
produced by the HST, the Mars Reconnaissance
Orbiter and the Cassini probe. They are beauti-
fully reproduced, but the reader expecting atruly
interactive experience will be disappointed.

Insummary, thisvolumeisacoffee-tablebook
designed for thegeneral reader. However, unlike
many such books, it is accurate, authoritative
and well written. The newcomer to the history
of astronomy will gain much fromit.

Bill Leatherbarrow

Professor Bill Leatherbarrow is President of the BAA and
Director of the Lunar Section.

Hazel McGee, hazelmcgee "at" btinternet.com

This review is copyright © the Journal of the British Astronomical Association, www.britastro.org/
journal. If you wish to reproduce it, or place it on your own Web page, please contact the Editor: Mrs

374

J. Br.Astron.Assoc. 121, 6,201 |



