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At first glance the
Casual Sky Observ-
er’'sGuidewasremi-
niscent of the first
book | read on as-
tronomy over 50
years ago. Although
this book covers a :
much narrower field ; A
than my first one, | : i
hope it will be
equally inspirational.
Thisguideisentirely
devoted to deep sky
observing with bin-
ocularsor asmall tel-
escope from the
northern hemisphere.

The first chapter
introduces the po-
tential observer to
basic astronomy
and observing tech-
niques such asfind-
ing your way in the night sky, the constella-
tions, choice of binoculars, and much more
besides. This chapter is nearly afifth of the
length of the book and is generally excellent.
As a former teacher | am always interested
to see how authors explain quite difficult con-
cepts in a simple and concise way and this
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author has certainly passed my test.

Chapter two explains the Milky Way gal-
axy and here we are introduced to the galactic
coordinate system. This is an
unusual approach that | have
not seen before, and leads into
theremainder of the book where
all the subsequent chapters use
the structure of the Milky Way
to indicate to amateur observ-
ers which constellations are
readily observable. | find this
aspect rather confusing, but it
does not detract from the use-
fulness of the book.

Rony de Laet is well known
for his ‘photo-real computer
drawings', that accompany the
descriptions of each deep sky
object. These excellent illustra-
tions are preceded by a chart to
indicate their positions in the
respective constellations. Each
drawing is designed to show
what each object should ook
likethrough binocularsor asmall
telescope. There are no amateur
or professional images to give afalse impres-
sion of what might be expected. Even so you
would need agood sky, good optics and excel-
lent vision to see some of the objectsaswell as
the drawings suggest, particularly the galaxies.

Although | consider thisbook would be help-
ful to amateurs beginning their observational
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interest in the deep sky, | would suggest agood
star atlas alongside the book would be an es-
sential accessory.

Geoffrey Johnstone

Geoffrey Johnstone is a retired teacher with experience
in observational astronomy for many years, and a par-
ticular interest in deep sky photography, imaging and
visual observing.

Order your books via the
BAA Journal web page!

Don't forget that you may order books
and other goods by post by logging on
to the BAA Journal web page at www.
britastro.org/journal. An arrangement
with Amazon.co.uk meansthat the BAA
is paid a small commission for every-
thing (including videos, CDs and elec-
tronic equipment) that is ordered directly
from Amazon by clicking on alink from
our site. So whatever you are thinking
of buying, gofirst towww.britastro.or g/
journal and help the BAA at no cost to
yourself!
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