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eter William Parish was born on 1951 Febru-
ary 14, became interested in astronomy at the 

age of nine and joined our Association in 1970 
while still a teenager. He lived close enough 
to London to attend our meetings frequently, 
particularly the Exhibition meetings that used 
to be held once per annum, and we would of-
ten have a conversation then. He contributed 
a good number of regular visual observations 
to each of the planetary Sections over nearly 
four decades, from 1977 until quite recently. He 
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with binoculars.

Peter lived at Rainham, Gillingham, Kent. He 
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often also observing with the 152mm refractor 
belonging to his local astronomical society, 
for which he served as programme secretary 
for around 13 years. He gave talks to other or-
ganisations, including schools as well as scout 
and guide groups. He was a good artist and his 
observations, always reliable and accurate, were 
appreciated by the various planetary Section Di-
rectors. Two of his Mars drawings made during 
an aphelic opposition are shown here, giving an 
indication of his skills.

Peter was adept at describing his observations, 
and his report of not having observed the 2012 
solar transit of Venus is wonderfully typical of 
British stoicism [Journal, 122, 197 (2012)]. For-
tunately, he was able to enjoy many successful 
observations, including the spectacular 2004 

solar transit of Venus and, most recently, two 
total solar eclipses, including one in 2017 which 
he observed from Wyoming in the western USA 
[127, 253–254 (2017)]. He was also interested 
in spectroscopy, geology and natural history. 
The Parish family would always visit any local 
zoo when on holiday abroad, and Peter’s broad 
scientific enthusiasm was transmitted to all 
members of the family.

Peter’s wife Mrs Valerie Parish writes that she 
met Peter through a mutual interest in astronomy: 
‘I wrote an essay in French saying I wanted to 
marry an astronomer, and as Peter’s mum was 
my French teacher she introduced us…’ That 
was in 1969; Peter and Val married in 1975. They 
had two children.Peter’s death on 2020 Decem-
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our sincere condolences to his family. 
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Two Mars drawings made 

by Peter in 2010 with a 152mm 

OG, ×214.

Left: Jan 17, CM = 108°, with 

Solis Lacus on the Sp. side. 

Right: Jan 26, CM = 017°, with 

Sinus Sabaeus, Margaritifer 

Sinus, Mare Acidalium and the 

bright Argyre basin all prom-

inent. Note the large N. polar 

cap in both views.
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