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In these pieces I usually describe 
artifacts, paper or otherwise, in 

the physical Archives. It is important that these 
are conserved for future generations. But, in our 
modern communication age, the use of online 
archives is also commonplace. I frequently refer 
to such resources for my own research.

The BAA website 
has many places where 
such online archives are 
available for members 
to use.

I have put together a 
document giving links 
to areas of the BAA website that 
house online archives of various 
types, at: bit.ly/2YNnW1M. Some 

of many examples are 
shown here.

As time goes by, 
these resources can 
only get larger and 
larger. Perhaps in 
2090, the 200th anni-
versary of the BAA, 
they will be seen as 
some of the foremost, 
if not the foremost ar-
chives to comprise al-
most exclusively the 
observations of ama-
teur astronomers. 
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been possible to drive a coach and horses 
through the Cassini Division! It also provided 
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at the Newtonian focus. However, it was indeed 
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and collimate during an observing session. 
This was not undertaken lightly, especially on 
a cold night.

I currently possess two telescopes that might 
be considered convertible. My Takahashi FC-76 
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earlier paper on ‘The quest for an airline-por-
table telescope for visual astronomy’ [130(1), 
37–40 (2020)]. The fact that the optical tube 
unscrews into two components makes it readily 
airline portable. Since I wrote that article, I have 
purchased an ‘Extender CQ 1.7×’ lens unit, 
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and extends it from ƒ/7.5 to ƒ/12.8. In the latter 
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with longer focal-length eyepieces. Thus, the 
76mm refractor can be converted for use in two 
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I have another telescope which is similarly 
convertible. The Takahashi FOA-60Q can be 
operated as a 60mm refractor in ƒ/15 mode or, 
by removing a section of the tube containing 
additional lenses, at ƒ/8.8. Converting between 
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long as one takes care to not cross-thread the 
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describes the FOA-60Q as the refractor that most 
closely approaches optical perfection, compris-
✑✓✏ ■✑✂ ✗☛✓■☛■✚ ✔✓☛ ✔✘ ✕✡✑✤✡ ✑■ ☞✢✔✌✑✍☛✣

P✓✔✕ ❏❡✓❡✖✗ ✲♦❡✙✓❄

➅✩✜✥✓✜✤t✧✦t✱❙✔✪✧✧✕ ✖✣✦✜✱❇✗✦✓✗✤✫✱❚✣✤✢✧✤✕✜✫✱✳✪✜✬✪✭✤✜
✳❈✘ ✙◆✚ ❬❜✝✐❜✝r②♦❜✾☎r✷❛✆♦r②✶▼♦✆�❛✸②✺✹♦�✻
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