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How to identify — Night Sky

by Storm Dunlop & Wil Tirion

Collins, 2002. ISBN 0-00-710361-1202.
Pp 256, £12.99 (pbk).

This latest addition to the Collins' How to
| dentify seriesprovidesacomprehensiveguide
to the night sky. Designed for the beginner
and for those who want to find out more, the
book coverseverything that can be seen with
the naked eye and binoculars, aswell aswhat
isvisibleusingasmall telescope.

The book openswith abasic review of ob-
serving equipment followed by aguidetofind-
ing your way around the sky, with a helpful
explanation of astronomical measurementsand
notation. A description of the ce-
lestial sphereand themovements
of the stars and planets through-
out the year follow. There are
comprehensive monthly charts
for the northern hemisphere.
Thereisaguideto observing the
moon and the planets. The au-
thors then move on to describe
observing the other objectsinthe
sky suchasaurora, satellites, me-
teors, starsand deep sky objects.

Thefina section of the book
is a comprehensive description
of the congtellations. For each
one there is a chart, a photo-
graph, a description of its features and his-
tory, the best dates and times of visibility, the
mythological representation and alist of in-
teresting objects. The fina pages include a
glossary, a guide to further reading, contact
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detailsfor anumber of astronomical societies,
alist of somefamiliar astronomical software
and avery helpful directory of Internet sites.
Asmany astronomerswill vouch, the book-
shelves of beginners guidesto the night sky
are heavily stocked and dominated by famil-
iar authors. However, | believe Callins, with
text by well-regarded astronomer Storm
Dunlop and maps by celestial cartographer
Wil Tirion, has contributed a useful addition
to this stock. | found the text well written,
logically set out and with sufficient scientific
detail to be interesting without being off-
putting for the beginner. The
objects selected for observa-
tionwerewell chosen, varied
and well described. The star
maps were uncluttered and
easy to understand. My few
quibbles would be that the
photographs of the constel-
|ations could have been alit-
tle clearer and the text size
could have benefited from
being afew points larger for
my aging eyes. Overal, | con-
sider that those new to ob-
serving should not be disap-
pointed with this book.

Stephen Brooks
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