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Most amateur astronomers
with an interest in galaxies
will be familiar with the
Hubble tuning-fork shaped
classification system link-
ing elliptical, normal spiral
and barred spiral galaxies.
This system, first de-
scribed by Edwin Hubble
in 1926, and expanded by
him in his 1936 book The
realm of the Nebulae, was
the first serious attempt at
defining an evolutionary
sequence for galaxies.
Hubble continued to work
on galaxy classification
until his death in 1953, and
his modifications were in-
corporated by his one-time student assistant
Allan Sandage in The Hubble Atlas of Galax-
ies published in 1961.

Gérard de Vaucouleurs’ interest in galaxy
classification began in the 1950s, when he
tried to fit southern hemisphere galaxies that
he had been observing from Australia into
the Hubble sequence. He experienced prob-
lems at the junction of the tuning-fork prongs
(S0 galaxies), something that had also given
Hubble concern in his later life. Discussions
with Sandage eventually led to de Vaucou-
leurs developing his own revision of the
Hubble system. Almost inevitably his sys-
tem was more complicated than Hubble’s
simple sequence, and used a 3-dimensional
diagram to create what was called a classifi-
cation volume. The long axis contained the
main classes of galaxies while a cross-sec-
tion at each class described families within
that class.

The de Vaucou-
leurs classification
system was pub-
lished in 1959 with
only a few illustra-
tions, and the
present atlas is the
first time that the
system has been ad-
equately illustrated.
In fact the present
authors have
slightly modified de
Vaucouleurs’ sys-
tem to take account
of modern develop-
ments and findings.
This is a substantial
and very well pro-

duced hardback book, comprehensively il-
lustrated with over 500 black and white
galaxy images − the vast majority being
modern digital images. In addition to the
classification images, the book also de-
scribes both the Hubble and the de Vau-
couleurs systems in detail. There is a com-
prehensive index, a listing of all the galaxy
images, several pages of references and a
brief biography of de Vaucouleurs.

The authors are all well known profes-
sional astronomers and one of them (Stephen
Odewahn) was a former Ph.D student of de
Vaucouleurs at the University of Texas. With
a new book of this size and complexity it
would be unusual if there were not some
errors in the data. Luckily there is a dedi-
cated web site at http://bama.ua.edu/
~rbuta/devatlas/ which contains a regularly
updated list of errata. Most errors are mi-
nor, but a more substantial one concerns an
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incorrect image for galaxy NGC 2217 on
p.144 (plate 42). This is actually galaxy
NGC 5101. The web site also contains all
the images from the book, so is worth perus-
ing before paying the not inconsiderable sum
to purchase the volume.

In summary, this is a well produced and
unique atlas of images illustrating the de Vau-
couleurs galaxy classification system. It is
probably not suited to beginners, but seri-
ous galaxy observers should certainly con-
sider purchasing it.
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Don’t forget that you may order books
and other items by post by logging on to
the BAA Journal web page at
www.britastro.org/journal. An ar-
rangement with Amazon.co.uk means
that the BAA is paid a small commis-
sion for everything (including videos,
CDs and electronic equipment) that is
ordered directly from Amazon by click-
ing on a link from our site. So whatever
you are thinking of buying, go first to
www.britastro.org/journal and help
the BAA at no cost to yourself!

Order your books via the
BAA Journal web page!
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