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The BAA Winchester Weekend

The Winchester Weekend has been one
of the highlights of the BAA’s annual
calendar for thepast 46 years. Fiveyears
ago wemoved from our original homeat
King Alfred’s College in Winchester to
our new venue at Sparsholt College, an
agricultural training college about four
miles northwest of Winchester in the
rolling Hampshire countryside.

This has proved to be an excellent
choicewith high quality en-suiteaccom-
modation, spacious meeting facilities
and adining room which, asit isaccus-
tomed to feeding hungry farming stu-
dents, provides substantial and tasty
meals. With relatively few lights on
campus, thedark night sky affordsgood
opportunitiesfor observing if
the weather cooperates.

Themain event of theweek-
end is the Alfred Curtis Me-
morial Lecture, namedin hon-
our and remembrance of the
founder of the weekend. Al-
fred Curtis was a long-stand-
ing BAA member who recog-
nised theneedtoraisethelevel
of practical observing in the
BAA. The announcement in
the BAA Journal for the first
Residential Weekend Coursein
Observational Astronomy in

Alfred Curtis at Winrches-
ter in 1975. Courtesy Dr
Richard McKim.

1967 said it wasbeing ‘ arranged for those
needing guidancein the observationa side
of Astronomy’.

This tradition has been maintained
through the years and amateur astrono-
mers looking for advice and inspiration
still see Winchester as a high point in
their own annual calendar. Some things
do change, however. For the first course
‘theinclusive chargefor Board Residence
and for Tuition” was£4 4s. Thoseyoung
enough not to know what the ‘s’ stands
for arefortunatein having along observ-
ing career ahead of them.

Over the years we have been privi-
leged to hear talks by many well-known
speakersfrom the worlds of amateur and
professional as-
tronomy. Thisyear’s
event is no excep-
tion, so book soon to
avoid disappoint-
ment — for many
years now the
course hashbeen fully
subscribed. Full de-
tails of this year’s
weekend are on the
back cover of this
Journal.
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