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It was with great sadness that I learned of the 
passing of long-time BAA member, friend and 

fellow observer, George Faillace.
✻✕✒✓✱✕✸ ✏✑✒ ✏✢✜ ✣✒✓✗ ✚✗ ★✒✥✒✩✣✚✢✸ ✏✢✜ ✕✖✽-

✛✢✙✕✖ ✚✗ ❬✕✏ ✰✗✱✥✢✗✖ ✲✓✒✩ ✪❇❃✭✸ ✯✓✜✙ ✢✙✙✕✗✖✚✗✱
✣✒✢✓✖✚✗✱ ✜✛✑✒✒✥ ✣✕✲✒✓✕ ✱✢✚✗✚✗✱ ✑✚✜ ✣✢✛✑✕✥✒✓✧✜
✖✕✱✓✕✕ ✚✗ ✛✚✤✚✥ ✕✗✱✚✗✕✕✓✚✗✱ ✢✙ ✳❩✞ ✚✗ ✪❇❙❖✴✹✲✙✕✓
returning to his home town of Barranquilla he 
✣✕✛✢✩✕ ✓✕✜✙✥✕✜✜ ✢✗✖ ✚✗ ✪❇✫✺ ✖✕✛✚✖✕✖ ✙✒ ✲✒✥✥✒✏
his interests, embarking upon an MSc in soil me-
chanics at the University of Birmingham. It was 
here he met his wife-to-be, Barbara, a modern 
languages student at the University. Following 
graduation, George became a consultant for a 
San Francisco-based company, working out of 
✙✑✕✚✓ ✒❨✛✕✜ ✣✒✙✑ ✙✑✕✓✕ ✢✗✖ ✚✗ ★✑✚✛✢✱✒✴ ✍✕ ✑✕✥✘✕✖
✜✕✙ ✽✘ ✙✑✕✚✓ ✳✢✖✓✚✖ ✒❨✛✕✸ ✏✑✕✓✕ ✑✚✜ ✗✢✙✚✤✕
Spanish was vital to this new venture.

●✦ ✙✑✕ ✕✢✓✥✦ ✪❇✭✬✜ ✻✕✒✓✱✕ ✏✢✜ ✢✱✢✚✗ ✱✕✙✙✚✗✱
restless, and with a wife and three children to sup-
port, he embarked upon an MBA at Northwestern 
❊✗✚✤✕✓✜✚✙✦✧✜ ❅✕✥✥✒✱✱ ✷✛✑✒✒✥ ✒✲ ✳✢✗✢✱✕✩✕✗✙
whilst gaining some income from teaching at the 
University of Illinois and helping Barbara return 
✙✒ ✑✕✓ ✛✢✓✕✕✓ ✚✗ ✙✕✢✛✑✚✗✱✴ ❩✗ ✪❇✭✫ ✻✕✒✓✱✕ ✏✢✜
hired as a senior manager at the Washington-based 
World Bank, utilising his skills in engineering 
✢✗✖ ✯✗✢✗✛✕ ✏✑✚✥✕ ✙✓✢✤✕✥✥✚✗✱ ✢✗✖ ✏✒✓✔✚✗✱ ✙✑✓✒✽✱✑
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George and Barbara returned to the UK and he 
took up a consultancy role for the European Bank 
for Reconstruction & Development. Retiring 
✲✓✒✩ ✙✑✕ ✰●❁❯ ✚✗ ✺✬✬✭ ✢✥✥✒✏✕✖ ✻✕✒✓✱✕ ✙✚✩✕
to rekindle his childhood enthusiasm for math-
ematics and astronomy through courses at the 
Open University, gaining a degree in astronomy 

✚✗ ✺✬✪✺✴ ✍✕ ✏✢✜ ✢✥✜✒ ✗✒✏ ✢✣✥✕ ✙✒ ✲✒✥✥✒✏ ✑✚✜ ✒✙✑✕✓
love, that of sailing the Mediterranean with a past 
colleague from the World Bank.

✻✕✒✓✱✕ ❭✒✚✗✕✖ ✙✑✕ ●✹✹ ✚✗ ✺✬✬❲ ✢✗✖ ◆✽✚✛✔✥✦
teamed up with Richard Miles. Richard recalls: 
‘Few people are as inquisitive and interested in 
trying to understand the nature of things and how 
✙✑✕✦ ✏✒✓✔ ✢✜ ✻✕✒✓✱✕ ✏✢✜✴ ✍✕✸ ✲✒✓ ✚✗✜✙✢✗✛✕✸ ✖✕✛✚✖-
ed to widen his knowledge of civil engineering 
by taking an MSc in soil mechanics and it was 
✙✑✢✙ ✲✒✓✩✢✥ ◆✽✢✥✚✯✛✢✙✚✒✗ ✙✑✢✙ ✥✕✖ ✙✒ ✙✑✕ ✜✙✢✓✙ ✒✲
✒✽✓ ✲✓✚✕✗✖✜✑✚✘ ✚✗ ✺✬✬❖✸ ✢✜ ✏✕ ✕✩✣✢✓✔✕✖ ✒✗ ✙✓✦-
ing to apply some of what George knew to the 
mechanics of comet nuclei and the possibility 
that beneath a thin crust, liquids wetted the dusty 
✩✢✙✓✚❱ ✚✗ ✘✥✢✛✕✜✴ ✞✑✚✜ ✛✒✥✥✢✣✒✓✢✙✚✒✗ ✕✤✕✗✙✽✢✥✥✦
✥✕✖ ✙✒ ✒✽✓ ❭✒✚✗✙✥✦ ✢✽✙✑✒✓✚✗✱ ✢ ✘✢✘✕✓ ✚✗ ✙✑✕ ✜✒✥✢✓
✜✦✜✙✕✩ ❭✒✽✓✗✢✥ Icarus, entitled ‘On liquid phases 
✚✗ ✛✒✩✕✙✢✓✦ ✗✽✛✥✕✚✧✸ ✘✽✣✥✚✜✑✕✖ ✚✗ ✺✬✪✺✴✧

❩✙ ✏✢✜ ✙✑✓✒✽✱✑ ✙✑✕ ❍✘✕✗ ❊✗✚✤✕✓✜✚✙✦ ✙✑✢✙ ❩ ✯✓✜✙
✩✕✙ ✻✕✒✓✱✕ ✚✗ ✺✬✪✬ ✏✑✕✗ ✏✕✸ ✙✑✕ ✹✥✙✢✚✓ ✻✓✒✽✘✸
✏✒✓✔✕✖ ✒✗ ✢ ✘✓✒❭✕✛✙ ✒✣✜✕✓✤✚✗✱ ✙✑✕ ✣✚✗✢✓✦ ✞❚
★✓● ✽✜✚✗✱ ✙✑✕ ❊✗✚✤✕✓✜✚✙✦✧✜ ✓✒✣✒✙✚✛ ✙✕✥✕✜✛✒✘✕ ✚✗
✳✢❭✒✓✛✢✴ ❚✒✓✔✚✗✱ ✙✑✓✒✽✱✑ ✙✑✒✜✕ ✥✒✗✱ ✗✚✱✑✙✜ ❩
found another side to George, his dry sense of 
✑✽✩✒✽✓ ✢✘✘✢✓✕✗✙ ✢✜ ✏✕ ✓✕■✕✛✙✕✖ ✒✗ ✙✑✕ ✜✙✢✙✕ ✒✲
our world. We continued to work closely togeth-
er, investigating the possibility of exoplanets 
orbiting nearby eclipsing binary stars until his 
sudden death earlier this year. During his BAA 
membership, George co-authored some fourteen 
papers. Many were published in the BAA Jour-
nal, with others in Astronomy & Astrophysics 
and the Astronomical Journal.

In parallel with his strong desire to understand 
the physics of astronomy, George had a passion 
for observing. Both he and Richard Miles had 

✢ ✲✒✓✢✦ ✚✗✙✒ ✜✕✙✙✚✗✱ ✽✘ ✢ ✓✒✣✒✙✚✛ ✙✕✥✕✜✛✒✘✕ ✚✗ ❆✢
Palma. Although this did not materialise, he 
was successful in building observatories at his 
Oxfordshire home. I have lasting memories of 
✻✕✒✓✱✕ ✥✕✢✤✚✗✱ ●✽✓✥✚✗✱✙✒✗ ✍✒✽✜✕ ✢✲✙✕✓ ✢ ●✹✹
meeting, strolling through Mayfair on a sunny 
✢✲✙✕✓✗✒✒✗ ✙✒ ✙✑✕ ❆✢✗✜✖✒✏✗✕ ★✥✽✣ ✏✑✕✓✕ ✑✕ ✏✢✜ ✢
✩✕✩✣✕✓✸ ✢✗✖ ✓✕■✕✛✙✚✗✱ ✒✗ ✥✚✲✕ ✒✤✕✓ ✖✚✗✗✕✓ ✢✚✖✕✖
with a bottle of Nuits-Saint-Georges.

✻✕✒✓✱✕✸✏✑✒✖✚✕✖ ✘✕✢✛✕✲✽✥✥✦ ✒✗✺✬✺✬✳✢✓✛✑✪❇
✢✱✕✖ ❖❲✸ ✏✢✜ ✙✑✕ ✥✒✤✚✗✱ ✑✽✜✣✢✗✖ ✒✲ ●✢✓✣✢✓✢✸ ✣✕-
loved father of Richard, Mimi and Daniel and 
devoted grandfather to Felix, Sabrina, Isabella 
and Ruby.

❉�✈✁✂ ✄☎✆✆✝②

George Faillace at the European Planetary Sci-
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Richard Miles

The subscription rates for the 2020–2021 ses-
sion are as follows:

✁✒✽✗✱ �✕✓✜✒✗✜✧ ✩✕✩✣✕✓✜✑✚✘ ❪✺✺ ✦✕✢✓✜ ✒✲ ✢✱✕
✒✓ ✽✗✖✕✓❫ ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍✺✬✴❙✬

Digital-only ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍✪✺✴❙✬
❍✓✖✚✗✢✓✦ ✳✕✩✣✕✓✜ ❪✺❲❏✫❃❫ ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❙✬✴❙✬

Digital-only ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❲✬✴❙✬
✷✕✗✚✒✓ ✳✕✩✣✕✓✜ ❪✫❙ ✒✓ ✒✤✕✓❫ ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❲✭✴✬✬

Digital-only ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍✺✺✴❙✬
✹❨✥✚✢✙✕✖ ✷✒✛✚✕✙✦ ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❙✬✴❙✬

Digital-only .................... N/A

✳✕✩✣✕✓✜ ✏✚✙✑ ❙✬ ✒✓ ✩✒✓✕ ✦✕✢✓✜✧ ✛✒✗✙✚✗✽✒✽✜
✩✕✩✣✕✓✜✑✚✘ ❪✍✒✗✒✓✢✓✦ ✳✕✩✣✕✓✜❫✎ ✗✒ ✛✑✢✓✱✕

Family Membership:

❩✲ ✣✒✙✑ ✩✕✩✣✕✓✜ ✢✓✕ ✽✗✖✕✓ ✫❙✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❙❃✴❙✬
Digital-only ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❃✬✴✬✬

❩✲ ✒✗✕ ✒✓ ✣✒✙✑ ✩✕✩✣✕✓✜ ✢✓✕ ✫❙ ✒✓ ✒✤✕✓
✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❲❇✴✬✬

Digital-only ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍❲✺✴❙✬

Family membership is available for two 
people living at the same address. For standard 
membership, only one Journal and Handbook 
will be sent although both members may attend 
meetings, use the website and have a vote.

Digital membership ✘✓✒✤✚✖✕✜ ✢✥✥ ✣✕✗✕✯✙✜ ✒✲
●✹✹ ✩✕✩✣✕✓✜✑✚✘ ❪✚✗✛✥✽✖✚✗✱ ✲✽✥✥ ✢✛✛✕✜✜ ✙✒ ✙✑✕
✩✕✩✣✕✓✜✧ ✏✕✣✜✚✙✕ ✢✗✖ ✖✚✱✚✙✢✥ ✢✓✛✑✚✤✕❫ ✕❱✛✕✘✙
the printed Journal and Handbook. On publica-
tion of each Journal you will receive an e-mail 
with details of how you may obtain a PDF of 
these publications for your own personal use.

Postage overseas

Overseas postage by surface mail for the Jour-
nals and Handbook is included in the above 
✜✙✢✗✖✢✓✖ ✓✢✙✕✜✴✞✒ ✢✤✒✚✖ ✘✒✜✙✢✥ ✖✕✥✢✦✜ ✢✗✖ ✥✒✜✜✕✜
use of airmail is strongly recommended. Please 
add the following for airmail:

✰✽✓✒✘✕ ❪✚✗✛✥✴ ★✢✗✢✓✦ ❩✜✴ ✏ ✞✽✓✔✕✦❫ ✍✪❃✴✬✬
❁✕✜✙ ✒✲ ❚✒✓✥✖ ✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴✴ ✍✺✪✴✬✬
✁✒✽ ✩✢✦ ❭✒✚✗ ✒✓ ✓✕✗✕✏ ✦✒✽✓ ✜✽✣✜✛✓✚✘✙✚✒✗ ✣✦

✛✢✓✖ ✽✜✚✗✱ ✙✑✕ ●✹✹✧✜ ✜✕✛✽✓✕ ✏✕✣✜✚✙✕ ✑✑✑✒✓✔✕-
✖✗✘✖✔✙✒✙✔✚✒ ✛✜✢✗✘✢ ✣✙✖✢ ✖✤✗✖ ✑✢ ✥✙ ✣✙✖ ✤✙✜✥ ✗
continuous credit payment authority, so your 
✦✗✧★✢✣✖★✩✘✖ ✓✢ ✔✢✣✢✑✢✥ ✢✗✪✤ ✧✢✗✔✒Alterna-
tively, members may renew by sending a sterling 
✛✑✕◆✽✕ ✙✒ ✙✑✕ ●✹✹ ❍❨✛✕ ✒✓ ✣✦ ✙✕✥✕✘✑✒✗✚✗✱
✙✑✕ ❍❨✛✕ ✙✒ ✖✚✜✛✽✜✜ ✒✙✑✕✓ ✘✢✦✩✕✗✙ ✒✘✙✚✒✗✜✴ 
UK members are particularly asked to save 
administrative costs and time by paying their 
subscriptions by Direct Debit: please contact 
✙✑✕ ❍❨✛✕ ✲✒✓ ✙✑✕ ✗✕✛✕✜✜✢✓✦ ✲✒✓✩✴
Gift Aid

❊❅ ❩✗✛✒✩✕ ✞✢❱ ✘✢✦✕✓✜ ✢✓✕ ✽✓✱✕✖ ✙✒ ✛✒✩✘✥✕✙✕
✢ ✻✚✲✙ ✹✚✖ ✛✕✓✙✚✯✛✢✙✕ ✲✒✓ ✙✑✕✚✓ ✜✽✣✜✛✓✚✘✙✚✒✗✜
✢✗✖ ✒✙✑✕✓ ✖✒✗✢✙✚✒✗✜✴ ✞✒ ✛✥✢✚✩ ✻✚✲✙ ✹✚✖ ✦✒✽
must pay an amount of UK income tax and/or 
★✢✘✚✙✢✥ ✻✢✚✗✜ ✙✢❱ ✢✙ ✥✕✢✜✙ ✕◆✽✢✥ ✙✒ ✙✑✕ ✙✢❱ ✏✑✚✛✑
we reclaim on your donations in the tax year 
❪✛✽✓✓✕✗✙✥✦ ✺❙✘ ✲✒✓ ✕✢✛✑ ✍✪ ✦✒✽ ✖✒✗✢✙✕❫✴

Please request a Gift Aid form from the 
❍❨✛✕ ✚✲ ✦✒✽ ✑✢✤✕ ✗✒✙ ✘✓✕✤✚✒✽✜✥✦ ✛✒✩✘✥✕✙✕✖
✒✗✕✴ ✞✑✕ ●✹✹ ✛✢✗ ✛✥✢✚✩ ✢ ✙✢❱ ✓✕✲✽✗✖ ✢✙ ✢✗✦
time of the year.

❇✫✫ ✬✭✮✯✭✰✱✲✳✴

❖✵✶✷✸✹✺✻

●✼✽✾✿✼ ❡❛❀❁❁❛❂✼ ❃❄❅❆❈❊❋❍❋❍■


