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Movember 6th.

Comet 1948 1. Swmmary of Shios' Observations. /;Jﬁfﬁ,Y%a:#“‘.
\
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- ¢ (f't.:.
S.5. "Bmpire Kinsman", in Port FElizabeth Roads. Tail not
less than 110 long (by difference of bearing ot head and end of
tail). ' ‘ -

3.3, "Orion", in lat. 21024'S., long. 104°29'E. lag.almost
as bright as Venus, tail not less than 10°.

il Vs "Port Jackson", in lat.28916'3., long. 99°3.'®. lkag. 1.
Tail exceptionally bright and long.
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November 8th.

November 9th.
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November 11th.
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kag.1.2, tail milky-white.

lag. = Venus.

Tail 5°.

Tail 60 - 7°.

lag. 1, tail 5°.

kiag.1.1, tail ca 5° On subsejuent mornings tail brightened
daily. -

Tail ca 5°, fan-shaped.

~Mag. 1 = 1.5, tail 15° - 20°.
Mag. 2.
Mag. 1.6.
Head remained visible in increasing twilight as long as oSpica
aid (1.2).
iag. almost = Venus, tail 26°.
Tail ca 200, in form of cone.
Mag. = Regulus.
Tail 40°. .
Somewhat brighter than Venus, tail greenish-white.
iiaz. 2, tail ca 14°.
Tail 7°. . .
dMagc. -1.5. Tail ca 4°, "commenced 1° above the comet’.
llag. between Procyon(0.2) and 3pica (1.2), tail 22050
Tail ca 24, extending from head, about 250 np Y
Hydrae to & Hydrae.
Head and tail white. Sketch of head.of comet showg it
crescent-shaped, with cusps on side away from tail.
Mag. =-1.5. Tail 8°02'.
Tail 6°30'.
Tail 6°.
Mag.1.8.
Tail not less than 10° (difference of bearings)
Mag.1.1, tail 7°.
‘Tail ca 8°.
Tail l;.‘é‘o.
Tail 6° in early dawn.
Tail 10°,
Tail 6° - 7°.
Mag. O.1 or 0.2, tail ca 6°. .
Tail 10°, 41° wide at end. .

Mag. 2, tail ca 18°.

Tail 3° O'.

Mag. 3, tail ca 14°. _

Mayz. decreasing,; now 0.9. Tail longer than yesterday, i.e.
than 8°, and more fanned out.

'Is-fag. 1 .9. .

Mag. 2.5, tail ca 15°.

Tail not less than 100 (from altitudes), pale yellowish.
M,ag . );.-

Mag. 3, colour white.

Iu.TEi.g. L|..

liag, about same as on 10th (= 0.9).
Fag. 2, tail 100°.

I‘v‘bg. 2e

Magz. 2.5, tail ca 15°.

M 1.6, tail 20°.




Hovember 12th.

November 13th.

November 14th.

November 15th.

November 16th.
November 18th.
November 19th.
November 20th.

November 22nd.

November 23rad.

November 2i.th.

November 27th.
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Tail ca 10°. ‘ ‘
liag. 1.2, tail 209, brighter than brightest part of

ilky Way.

Mag. 3.5. Tail dim close to head (cf observation at 0218

on November 9th).

Mag. = Spica (1.2), tail 10034"'.

Mag. almost = Corvi (2.8), tail 6°.
lagz. 2.0, tail 19°06'.

Tail 10°. :

Mag = Megrez (3.4), tail 100.

Tail 27°.

Tail 5°12'.
Mag. 3, tail about 15°.
Tail 10°, 1° wide.

Mag. 4, tail ca 6°.

Mag. 3.5.

lMag. = Spica (1.2), tail 10°20'.

Head brighter than on 12th, i.e. brighter than 2.8, tail

also brighter, 8°51' long.

Tail 209°.

Mag. comparable with Spica.

Tail ca 8O°.

Mag. 3, colour white.

Mag. 3, tail 10°,

Mag. 1.0, tail 15°.

Tail ca 10°, comet less bright than on 10th (when given as

Mag.3).

Tail rather longer than on 12th (when given as 10°),

Tail 10° long, ca 3° wide at end.

Tail 100°.

Cirrus veil over sky, mag. probably same as on 13th (5.5).
Miag. 3.5, tail 8°.

Maz. = IBCorvi (2.8), tail distinct for 79, just

discernible to 110,

Tail 7°
Tail 89, v
Mag. approximately = € Corvi, not so bright as on 14th,

tail ca 109,

Mag. 4, tail 5.
Decreasing in brightness.

ag., 5, tail hardly visible to naked eye.

Tail 39, very indistinct to naked eye, bright moonlight.
\

liage 2¢5, bright full moon. .

Decreased in mag. since 15th.

Mag. 2.4, tail 1°28'.
Barely visible to naked eye.

Not bright, but clearly seen with binoculars.
Almost invisible to naked eye.
Decreased in mag.

Not visible to naked eye.

Head and tail clearly visible to naikked eye, though

brilliant moon.

Not visible to naked eye.
Mag. 2, tail 19, colour white.
I\'jacqo 2’ ta j.]. 50301 .

Tail 99, comet fairly bright.
Mag. 3 = 4.




November 28th. 0000
04.00
1805

November 29th. 0050
Q452
?

The following observations were made by one ship ILV."Vancouver City",

-3 =

Mage 4,
Mag. 4,
Tail 8°.

lag. 3,
Ivfag. l{-,

tail ca 40°.
tail 309,

tail ca 00,
tail 2°.

.Ma.;.;. 3 - Z‘..

all at 0030, without optical aid.

November 30th. Still visible.
December 1st. Hardly discernible (seen, no details; by two other ships on this

December Znd. Clearly visible.
December 3rd Clearly visible (at Q430 3.3."Carlton™ reports "fail very dim to

December 5th. Just visible.

The American S.

optical aid.

date ).

nalked eye").

On December 45th, comet only visible

« "Onward" reports that the comet was observed -nightly in
the South Pacific Ocean from November 23rd to December 10th, without optical
the brightness and length of tail gradually decreasing until barely visible.
observations on December 11th - 14th.

aid,
No
with



é’r‘;ﬂ‘,‘;‘.‘&.‘w Royal Greenwich Observatory,
. tcen
should be_addressed - Herstmonceux Castle,

to Astronomer Royal.
M,.B.

Please quote reference..;
and date of this letter.

Hailsham,Sussex.
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By Bron,
/0/\-/ J,M

2L4th December, 1948. /g&_ﬁu /2/04 /Qw’?

Red 2§ 10-wd
Dr. G. Merton, R my.in. o d o ed).,
The University Observatory, '
Oxford.

Dear Merton,

The enclosed letter about the
bright comet 1948f is not very
informative, but details of
observations can apparently be
supplied if you think they are of
any use. I imagine that sextant
observations from 411 th November
onwards are not likely to be of
much value. Will you reply to
the letter or would you prefer me

(/ to do so? _

thm Yours sincerely,
f
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I, 4 -—
/T/ , Reed fon R, 24,1019
’ H‘Zlé‘é’r‘l%'}}ief,.x.ﬂ.......3:1.,,.74...... Royal Greenwich Observatory, o . o) 4G —upedy
fci‘%ﬁ:)%:%a%%ﬁl. Herstmonceux Castle, s kot %
| e Bt o thes Teter, Hai lsham, gyssex. | _}fw/a 335y
| 20th December, 1948. |
| _— Rewd 24.12.u8 2 o
Dr. G. Merton, ;\an " :z.:“{) o, Porany
The University Observatory, 9 e xacd
Oxford.
,L %,3, ¥y
, g
Dear Merton, .n the sky over “--V
: The enclosed has been sent {Lrations of 1t with ]
| to me by the Director of the pel they will be of v
A leteorological Office. I send oeiety that may fraal2at
it on to you for what it is ok oieal tacts are 5{;
worth. The information about nemlcal eon % bl
; the position is not of much value, hese readings to S
| but the estimate of the magnitude erty I have taken by ~2
may be of some interest. 1 subjest. : |
% Yours sincerely, | ' )
il . rt.’ 5.37 N’ L’n032032 ‘0
l’l R l ! B e (a
i : s being duly corrected ,
” ‘ : Comet,  Date.10.1%.48.
I : :
i Ans ‘
j: HSJ/BAN 147.7
\ A ' 0250, GMT
:H Ne 1000 —_2_.’-""'.
ﬂ w .
#H LN~ [[ 120.7 Pﬂt°o11 11,48, ' o
~ﬂ;' Blevation.14.6 Blevation.15.2  Time. 0310,GMT, i

| ' «

i W The Cemet was as bright as a 2nd Magnitude ster and its

~| ' $a11 was in the epposite direstion to the Sun. It appears
| to rise in the Bast mbout 0001.GMT and becemes invisible

owing to daylight about 0330.GMT. It is at present near

a very bright planet whieh I believe to be J@p})@(}_" . Y s .

-

:AX%’—-T»—?—’--FJT—:;:;::,,_;;M‘__ S SSsSsSs 4*‘:’ '*7 —— _—%,__mi *’,,_,;,, " o
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Fromt- G.I.De Mercado. , Ih‘aﬁmﬂﬁh 2412 148
o Met.Asst., or . 1 4G —wgedy
G RAF.Khartoum. s hoandrt ?ﬁggé
Te:- Ohief'Méteorologieal Offieer. +yhigl,3®2r3ﬁ?¢

: HQ.RAF.MED/MB. Ismailia.

Date. 11 th Nevember,3948.

i r

j use to you er

limited , I anm
you hoping yow
writing to you

Theedoll te get
for errors.

Head of Comet.,

Azimeth.19 6.2
Elevation. 900

At present a Comet is observable in the sky over
~Khartoum. I have made several ebservations of it with

the Meteorologieal Theedolite. Perheps they will be of

you may knew of seme Soelety that may

fAind them interesting. Since my Astrenemical eontacts are

therefore forwarding these readings to
will overlook the liberty I have taken by
on a non Meteorologleal subjest,

T Observatiens at Kharteum Airfield. Iat.15.37 N, Len.32.32 B,
- Helght of Station A.M.S.L. 379 Met®®s.

permanently en !elaris being duly corrected

Tail of Comet.  Dateo10.11.48.

Azimath, 117.7 .
Blevation. 10,0 0250.GMT.

. Azimeth, 12000
| Blevatien.14.6

Azimuth. 120,7  Date.1.11.48.
llevatien.15¢2 © T™me, 0310.GMT,

. HE The Cemet was @&s bright as a 2nd Magnitude ster and its
) tail was in the epposite direstion te the San. It appears

{ o to rise in the'Bast abeut 0001,.GMT and beeemes invisible
I” owing to daylight about 0330.GMT. It is at present near
fl‘ & very bright planet whieh I believe to be JhQ,me” ‘e
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o . Respectfully Yours e ‘
/ . j D£
a | G.I.De Mercade.
Acting Met,Briefing Officer,
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3‘ Aephone: Greenwich 1238

Please address. reply to
ASTRONOMER ROYAL
and quote reference

Q12

Royal Observatory,

Greenwich, S.E.10

29th December, 194 8,
Reed do.12-48

Your reference. ... ... ......

Dr. G. Merton,
University Observatory,
Oxford,

Dear Merton,

I enclose a couple of-
comet letters, with tail details
ebc., as well as places.

A1l the best for New Year.

1 Yours

R.d'E., Atkinson,

C.2.

(RS

titish Scientist "
sh Tanker Co,, Ltd.,
ic House,

ury Circus,

don, E, ©, 2,

Oth November 19483,

.n_ L/J) M’kw’v"‘
[7; ¢ Fray— /[" /‘F; 44,(//, Y““’-(Awﬁ

p%ﬂ4¢”.énﬁ;r'%ﬂﬁy

useful information, I beg
s of obhservations of a
on November 1lth near

&imuth 220

(B) below,

215" South
2l1s.
av (P2 ~ZX)

.) Sec Lat, x Sec Decln,

RA'EA/VAB Chief Assistant. 1 triangle.
| | n, o ,
: i Pde A75A42' Bh4" Tast.,
| . pel) 2Q0.9n"
; ’ = e R3OF,
e LA & :
v’(/uﬁ\:‘ ot E tl}]}% .
et ak ured by cloud from time
1 | | |
‘ﬁ ately as possible with
l _ ssing through A torvi
- 77'q§ﬁ; 5”56é13365'a%”£i%5 of Observatlon,.
Latltude 18 04‘ 18" north, Longitude 420 48' 18" Hast.
Nov, 1l4th,

From wirelegs.ggport from s/s Karhaghvén Eosition,

Latitude 18

E distance 8f comet from:-
R Spica 187 22!
orvi 03~ oot
24‘

_/’,/7\ 5 (&of‘vi 100
NN

North Longitude

0' Bast, angular




\RPNtAM' Org.

MET & .
/ "‘ b 41&‘7
PLEASE REPLY TO .. ’1’
BRITISH Tanker Co. Lto.
TeLerroNnes: Britannic House,

3riTaNNIC House, CeENTRAL 7422.
3eaUrFORT Housk, BisHoPsGATE 4371.

TELEGRAMS: |}€\R |\‘}‘

1wanD: BRiITTaNnkoL, TELEX, LONDO'
FOREIGN: BRITTANKOL, LLONDON.

Finseury Gircus,

‘ 6th December, 1948.
The Actronomer Roysl,
Royul Observatory,
Grecnwlch,

Lono’ﬁa 1‘0'*"'*"”‘*

V‘x.au CLRYATIRY

MP) =eDECIM

S

Wo gttech herewith a lebter.
which we heve received Lrom the Captain
of the m.v. "BRITIOH SCIENTLSTN,
containing information of & series
of obscrvalions relstive to & comet
which was sighted whllst on pastoge

Trom Suez Lo [fbhadin.

Yonrs faithfully,

For BRITISH TANK;R COMPANY LTD.

(4
CHIEF MARINE SUPERINTENDENT.

Lownoon, E.C. 2.

;
o -
B
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V. © Britigsh Scientist "

- - ’ . m, !
' C/o British Tanker Co., Ltd.,

Britannic House, .
Finsbury Circus, ,
London, R, ¢, 2,

20th November 1948, -

e Royal Observator , 30’“a453,Anv Al rnn .
eenw%[ch, avory, , ,Q—M R [-«g Pefy — el e p
ndon, S, E, 10, | PAAC 202 v B0q,
rs,

In the hope of being able to supply some useful information, I beg
submit, the data below, obtained from a series of ohservations of a
net, which was first ohserved at 0130 G.M.T, on November 1ith near

6 constellation Corvus, -

/, 11th, .
S0 aam. 12s, g,

Obs, Alt, 13° 11' 3g»
Correction = 1Y  ADnw

True Alt, 137 00' 48"  True Azimuth 1220

By calculation, usihg formule (a) & (B) below,
- Declination of the hody 239 20" 215" South
Right Ascension of the body 13h. 02m, 21s

ga; Hav PX = Hav 2xSin.PZxSin. 2X + Hay (P ~z)
b) Hav P - Hay 72X - Hav (Lat.+Decln,) Sec Lat, x Sec Decln,
In the "Pole, Zenith, Body" spherical triangle.

Ship's Position at time ~f Observation, ' ,

Latitude 21° 44' 42" worth, Tlongitude 370 49 AA" Tast,,

Barometer (Aneroid @& 46' ahove Sea Level) 29.9m" '
~Air Temperature 73°F,  Ses Temperature ~A30F.

. 12th, - | o
No observations due to hody being obscured hy cloud from time
of rising, until sunrise, :
, 13th.

Angular length of tail( taken as accurately as possible with
a sextant) 06°441', » , o ,
Apparent Magnitude of head, 3 to 4 . _
;=="Ta11 curved slightly away from line passing through /§700rv1
and & Corvi respectively, ' '
Ship's posikion at time of Observation, :
Latitude 18° 04' 18" north, Longitude 420 48' 1g» Fast,

14th, , R o
I'rom wirelegs report from_s/s Karbagh in Eosition,- :
Latitude 18° 03" North Longitude —H70 50' East, aneular
distance 8f.comet from:- - : o ‘
Spica 18 o 22!

orvi 03~ (gt
§ “orvi 10° 24"




15th, _ o ' . 7
At 0l1,1Bhrs, G.M.T. the following angular distances of the comet
from neighbourinqostars were obtained:-

A& Corvi 03 Z1' 30"
Y Corvi 108 02' 00"
Spica _ 207 07 00"
Ship's Posit%on at time of observation, . _
Latitude 14° 25' North ~ Longitude 49° 59' 30" Rast,
Barometer 29.99" Air Temperature 71°F, ‘
'« 16th, 2 ' ' -
At 00.52hrs G.M,T., the following angular distances were obtained:
B Corvi 040 46' 00" x , ‘ ' l
& Corvi

O 47' 00" - .
. Ship's position at time of observation, | ' ‘

latitude 16° 03' 30" North Longitude 54° 00' 00" East
> Barometer 29°99" Air Temperature 74°F, = , | }

r. 17th, o R | | |

At 00,32hrs, G,M,T. the following angular distances were

obhtained, : _ '

A Corvi 060 22' 30" .

& Corvi 059 5Hb' 18" -

$ Corvi 11 o7 oo" }

Ship's position at time of observation, L

latitude 18% 54' 12" North Longitude 58° 03' 00" East, t

Barometer 30.00" Air Temperature 71°TF. . }
., 18th. | ' o |

_ At 00.32hrs, G.M,T. the following angular distances were
obtained, ’
- ;ff COI‘Vi 080 09! oo"
& Corvi 069 19' 00"
& Corvi 139 20' 30" '

- Ship's position at time of observation, ,
Latitude 23°° 03' 30" North Longitgg% HOO 22

30" Tast |
Barometer 29.95" Air Temperature 72 v




oth, | ' ‘ \ .
At 00.50hrs. @M, T. the following aneular distances were
obtained, .

Foorvi 0% 98, 39

y Corvi 12° 29° 30"

¢ Gorvi 070 AT 30" _ |
Shlp‘S'posit$on at time of observabtlon, 7 )
latitude o2+ 30" North Longitud%.55° 41 30" Bast.

Barometer 29.94“ Alr Temperature . AT,

The comeb igd now very.faint, and further observations canmob
ve made with any reasonable degree of agcuracy

If this comeb ig one which occasionally re-appears in the heavens
T would ve interested o learn which one iy, is, and by whom 1
was firsb discoVeged; B : - :

Trusting this fnformatbion will be of some use  to you

1 remain,

“Yours faithfully,

&gﬂé/éaf
(Peter 7. Waller)
SecondEOfficer.

4 - 7
B . e

L) .l....!.......... ‘kﬁa‘Ster.

countersigned
%

~
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v LAV DALUVIV LI AWl Ul

55 Bishopsgote

The Agtronomcy Royal, London.E.Ce« s
¢/o Royal Observatory, SUEZ (Posting) 26/11/48

Greenvrich,

LONDOIL ReBe 104

b

Bncloged gleteh Plan, sexbont onglos etc of coret, as
observed -ily fwvom 10/11/48 to 17/11/48; ship on passagé from
the Persian ulf 1o Suez.

The comet Was first observed at 0120 hours GolLT, on the
10th Inst to the East, in position indicated on plen, magnitude was

then 3, the tail vwas approx: 10 degrecs in 'length, ond at first sight

a0 ey Tl
was rigtalen for an alreraft with searchlirhte “TL"‘( < 1(‘44

e ——

5

Sextent engles vere taken from a Viwginio cnd gtors of CoOrvo,

-

hen, aﬁd on subsoguent mornings, as listoeds

On the 18th Tnst the comet was still visible, but insufficiently
clear Tor further observations, there being a bright moon until
daylighte

The engles subidtied were measured as ac;cur;w.‘cely ‘as possible
under conditions of a clear.li,XE,konsoon sl;y, and I fori';érd thesé
partlculars trusting they wmay bDe of somo interest.
. As a navigator I taJ:Q great inserest 1n such 'phenomeumon znd

would be pleased to rmow under what name this comet iz knovm.

Yours feithfully,

Chief Officer. (lnster liariner)
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movement of comet, as observed by uvndersigneds

2

YA~V

L
y
DATE | TIME | SHIP'S POSH CPSTRVED ANGIES BETWET! COLET &
Hovenbexr -

1048 | GeIfe'T| Latelle| Longelid: o Virginis| ¥ corvil T corvil€ Corvil® corvi
10th | 6135 |26 43 | 52 47 1221 | 1148| - . ;
11th 0133 |26 25 | 66 31 13 41 - |12 56 - -

2th | 0127 |23 29 | b8 47 1510 | 10 1| - N
13th | 0125 |20 33 | 59 07 16 42 | 10 o2 - - -
14t | 0120 [18 03 | 57 50 18 22 - [10 24 - -
15th | 0122 |16 08 | 53 28 20 05 - - |06 34|03 37
16th | 0145 |14 28 | 49 53 21 50 - [10 15 |05 57| 04 49
176n | 0200 |12 58 | 46 00 o5 56 - |10 48 - -

iiero of sextant angles weasured in plotbing

7




