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Royal Warrants

On 4 March 1675, Charles Il issued a Royal Warrant, creating the position of Astronomer
Royal, aiming to address the problem of navigation at sea.

On 22 June of the same year, a further warrant was instigated for the construction of an
observatory:

Whereas, in order to the finding out of the longitude of places for perfecting
navigation and astronomy, we have resolved to build a small observatory within our
park at Greenwich, upon the highest ground, at or near the place where the castle
stood, with lodging-rooms for our astronomical observator and assistant.

Charles II, Warrant establishing the Royal Observatory in Greenwich




Painted around 1680, Greenwich and London from One Tree Hill shows the Queen's House in the centre, with the brick ruins of the Tudor Palace still visible to the right
Source: BHC1808 National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London, Greenwich Hospital Collection




The Royal Observatory from Crooms Hill, artist unknown, about 1696,
National Maritime Museum, BHC1812
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

HELD AT WASHINGTON

FOR THE PURPOSE OF FIXING

A PRIME MERIDIAN

AND

A UNIVERSAL DAY.

OCTOBER, 1884.

PROTOCOLS OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
GIBSON BROS., PRINTERS AND BOOKBINDERS.
1884.

THE INTERNATIONAL MERIDIAN CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, 1884,
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George Biddell Airy
e Astronomer Royal 1835-1881

 Airy Transit Circle — still defines the
Prime Meridian of the World today

* Expansion of the observatory

* Magnetic and meteorological data
* Additional telescopes, including the

altazimuth telescope and the original
Great Equatorial Telescope
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Herstmonceux, East Sussex
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Source: http://www.royalobservatorygreenwich.org/articles.php?article=6







Thank you for watching!
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