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Equipment

Naked Eye
Binoculars
Telescope



Binoculars



Telescopes



Dobsonian Telescopes



Smart telescopes



My telescope is bigger than yours…



The Deep Sky Zoo

Things outside the solar system (except variable stars?)
Nebulae 

Bright
Dark
Planetary

Clusters of stars
Open clusters
Globular clusters

Supernova remnants
Galaxies











Dark Nebulae









Iain Cartwright

Planetary Nebula M57 - The Ring



Open Cluster - The Double Cluster in Perseus



Globular cluster, M15



Paul Downing

Supernova Remnant - M1 in Taurus





Spiral Galaxy - M31 in Andromeda





Alan Tough

Spiral Galaxy - M51 in Canes Venatici



M33 objects







Light Pollution

Choose a dark site if possible
Avoid the Moon
Shield bright lights if there are any











Catalogues



Messier Catalogue - M numbers

List created by Charles 
Messier
Objects that are not comets!
Many were found and known 
about before Messier
Messier catalogued about 
102 objects, with Pierre 
Mechain
Another 8 added by later 
observers



Caldwell Catalogue - C Numbers

‘Invented’ by Patrick Moore
Level of difficulty similar to 
Messier Catalogue
But…
Intended to include objects 
Messier might have listed.
Covers northern and 
southern hemispheres 
equally



New General Catalogue - NGC Numbers

Initial catalogue by William 
Herschel (1786)
Systematic sweeps of the sky
NGC created by Draper 
(1888)
Index Catalogue (IC followed 
on)


