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Mysterious apparitiong how the planets move around the sky

Finding your W'ay around the stars and coristellations
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Mysterious apparitions




Apparition: The period of time when a planet is visible from Earth as it moves in its orbit

Opposition The moment when a planet is opposite the Sun in the sky e
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The two planets closest to the Sun, Mercury and Venus, have different
apparitions from those farther from the Sun
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They both orbit the Sun more quickly than Earth -

Mercury orbits the Sun four times a year, and Venus once every eight
months.



Each inferior planet can appear in either the evening or the morning sky










Dave Smith .

((

2 KSYy GKS LXFySad Aa 02 G0KS SkFad 2F 0KS {d
visible in the evening sky

It starts on the far side of the Sun as a small full disc then the phase increases through
half and finally to a larger crescent

A western elongation is visible in the morning sky, and the sequence of phases is the
reverse.
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For the superior planets, Mars outward, the situation is quite different



They first appear in the early morning sky as a tiny disc, then slowly rise earlier in the
morning and get closer



