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Mark One Eyeball

ÅNo equipment needed! 

ÅDeck chair outside during a 
meteor shower 

ÅApril: Lyrids 

ÅAugust: Perseids 

ÅOctober: Orionids

ÅISS Passovers

Donôt buy a telescope or binoculars!

Credit: Jared Tennant



Smartphones

ÅModern smartphones have very good camera!

ÅLimited long exposure settings ideal for aurora 
and noctilucent clouds

Å10s exposures needs a steady hand, propping 
up or small tripod. 30s exposures possible on 
recent iPhones.

ÅNightcap / StarCapture Apps for star trails

Use equipment you already have







ÅLots of local societies have a lending library

ÅLetchworth & District Astronomical Society 
(LDAS) loan telescopes on a monthly basis for 
£5-10 and have a wide range of options

ÅTest out different telescopes - see what suits 
you best

ÅStar parties also a good place to look through 
different telescopes and speak to owners

Join a local society



ÅRelatively inexpensive compared to other options

Å42mm or above 

Å8x easier to hold than 10x 

ÅCan use for terrestrial as well 

ÅEasy to carry 

ÅSimple to use / share with others 

ÅCan see Andromeda Galaxy, M42 Orion, M13, 
Milky Way, Planets (tricky!)

ÅLarge than 50mm - best used with a tripod

Consider binoculars



Choosing a telescope




