HOW TO SU BIVIIT\/ARIABLE STAR
OBSERVATIONS TO .THE BAA VSS

Andrew Wilson : . " ~ BAA Winchester Weekend
. BAA VSS Database Secretary ' = ' * Saturday 8t April 2017°
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' Qbsérv’at-’ion,Entry 'Methods

e Upload flle of observatlons Best approachI

.+ + . —Visual spreadsheet
s = CCD/DSL‘R | ' :
s . AIP4W|n and the BAAVSS photometry spreadsheet
¢ Or MumiWin.

‘e

. Direct entry using a webpage - Slow
* On paper - Slow .
~ — Discouraged as there can be a delay of up to a few *
months or years while they are typed up and checked



Visual S‘preads-H'eet. | .
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Farmulas Data

Page Break £
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MNormal e - J| Gridlines || Headings

F | 1Astrono my Drive, Bristol, BS1 1AB
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Instructions :

[N T TP

1 Enter your details on this sheet.

B

2 Enter your observations on the "Observat

wn

Location : . itude gitude 3 The sheet is limited to 6000 observations.
For »6000 observations make extra copies
4 When ready to submit the observations o

6
7

Save the "Qutput Page” as type Text |
length iIter Camer Email the text file {or alternatively email tl

£ ‘mm
visual.varia britastro.org

rovuments | 5| 7 there any problams:
Instrument 4 : email the entire spreadsheet to the addre:
5 R

Instrument 7 : Please do not change the spreadsheet

ostaments: | ||| [ | Please do ot eave blank Ines
nstraments: || [ [

Instrumen

Instrument 11 :
M 4 » M| Observer Datails 0 Sequences Qutput Page

Ready | P |




..+ Visual S‘preads.H;eet. |

.Enteryour observations on the ”Observé’;_ion Entry”.tab

Ybu only need to.‘entef 1 light estimate per observations.
However you. can enter up to 5 separate light estimates for a
.- single obseryation. - - - : .

AB

Check columins

| Date | Maths | Class | Instt |Sequence] Star | ]
| - on the right ;
| I dig .
| hand side .
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Visual SpreadsHeet

~The ”Output Page” tab is automatlcally populated Wlth your
observations. . .

L B C. 0O E F [E; H i k. L

1 Variable Star Observations BAAVSS format 2 version 1.2
2 Year: 2017
3 Ohbserver: AJW
4  Address: 1 Astronomy Drive, Bristol, BS1 1AB
5 Location: 5 2N 2 28W
6 Instrument Code 1= NE,2=BTx42 3= B11x60,4= G66,5=R2I00
T Data Input Screen
g 2450000
S .-. -
0 Star Date h m UT Dec  JD Dec Estimate Mag Cl Seq. In Notea
1 |Rho Cas 25-Mar-2017 20 32 25.856 TE35.358 EILIVI4)H 5.0 3 64.01 E]
T2 WZ Ces 25-Mar-2017 20 45 25.865 7838.365 BIAIVILIC o x
13 V485 Cas 25-Mar-2017 21 03 25.877 7835.377 =C
N <« Presentations » Winchester2017 v | @ 7 Je
° 4 Organize = Mew folder == - 0
: i I This PC Cal Name . Date modified Type Size
S ave t h I S ta b a S a [ Desktop No items match your search,

=| Documents

“Text (Tab dellmlted) (™, tﬁ(t)” vsaall [* »

file with an appropriate name — :

~ Hide Folders Teols ~ Cancel




. "Visual.File Layout . .
+ This text and téb file can themrbe iploaded into -
" the-database.” - i . .

| BAAVSS Andy 2017-03 sample.bd - Notepad

File Edit Format Yiew Help

Fariable S5tar Observations BAAVSS format 2 wversion 1.2
Year: 2817

Observer: AW

Address: "1 Astronomy Drive, Bristol, BS1 1AB™
Location: 51 2N 2 28W

"Instrument Code 1= NE,2= B7xd2,3= B22x68,4= G66,5= R288"

Data Input Screen
2450000

L T
Star Date h m
Rho Cas 25-Mar-2817 268
W Cas 25-Mar-2817 28
VA4e5 Cas 25-Mar-20817




otometry Spreadsheet - .
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“For CCD and DSLR photometry, there is the BAA -
- V5SS Photorﬁetry spreadsheet ° .

S eadsheet
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_Photometry Spreadsheet - .
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'."Thisttakes phofometky files created by AIP4Win,.
- -calculates the'variable star magnitude. . .

[Read-

Formulas

D&El=
Insert

oFilter -

A B

'Observation Summary

Photometry Time |
Stamp

Leave error blank if not
en on chart (use
delete not space)

Std Dev
Magnitud

Comparison Stars

gmt | Results - Calculstion




- . Phétometry Spreadsheet - .
It créates files of the required output format. at
- the. touch o'f abution.  « . : |

’ - = BEE i £ mma e %,

. 60 4 3C66A 60-012-DF fit
R ( m tesulfs ulation 3 charts Al 4

Ready | 3 Count: 18 S L4




Photometry File: Layout .

It is also possible to produce files of the rlght formattlng usmg a
‘ spreadsheet ' = ‘.- o

bty : 2 : . .ip : ®
More recently the free software MuniWin can process your images
and create data ready for upleading intathe database.

http://c-munipack.sourceforge.net/ a

15W HSOm



http://c-munipack.sourceforge.net/

Uploading Observations - .
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s The flrst step to uploading observations isto
‘request a'login from vssdbm@brltastro org.

.+ Once.logged in the “Observer Area” will. .
become acce55|ble

ction with observations
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mailto:vssdbm@britastro.org

Uploading Observations
Cllckmg on the ‘Upload 'Observatién-s” link wvill
take you to"a screen Where you can upload

.. observatlcn flles

Home |l Logout

® Help

Upload Observations

All observations should be submitted using JD not HJD.
Up to 18 files can be uploaded at a time.
Most modern browsers support multiple file uploads, but some older browsers will only allow a single file to be uploaded at a time.

Browse...




- . Uploading Observations - ..
.-.- The screen willshow you whe’ch@r yOu-have .,
suCcessfuIIy uploaded your observation file. .
« ' It'will give an explahation if the upload was  * : :

unsuccessful : : o : ¢
¢ The next step-is to press the “Review and Commit® - ., .

Observatlons”button ‘o i L

Upload Observations - . .

All observations should be submitted using JD not HID.
Up to 18 files can be uploaded at a time.
Most modern browsers support multiple file uploads, but some older browsers will only allow a single file to be uploaded at a time.

Browse...

Empty

Errors and Warnings
Any errors will prevent ta from being uploaded

‘Warnings should be reviewed. Particular attention should be giv » star names that generate a warning to ensure they are correct. -
Upload aborted due to errors

Upload S 4 . -
pload Stmnary Click to Toggle Error Summary/Detail

Andy Wilson 20170115 _BAAVSS Spreedsheet Andy 2014-
08_Dummy.txt

Review and Commit Observations : F 1 5

Please avoid using your browsers back button as this can trigger files to be reloaded. P Py




- Cornmitting Observations

.
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.** Your observations are .not in thes database
.« until you press “Commit AII Uncommltted

Observatlons . v i ,

. |eaeEm

L . .
L Total uncommitted observations:
First observation:
‘. Latest observation:

Number of data files:

Commit All Amend
Uncommitted Uncommitted
Observations Observations




| . Reviewing Observations - .

o review observations click R
 Star” from the BAA VSS Database homepage. .

= -
7 7Q s ,
Welcome to the BAAVSS online database! )
g y This database contains the observations of the British Astronomical Association Variable Star Section with observations
. s may i 51 5 acknowledge the BAAVSS 1n any 2
o
P Review Data x
o . m @ Standing Data and Summaries 2
' L b i e AT (Stars / Observers / Sequences)
®
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s Type the narﬁe of

‘the star if the
“Filter by” box and
click “Apply Filter” .

o Add 'O.ptio'nal |
" parameters like
“start and end date.

 RevViewing Observations

. : 3
Review Data for a Variable

Select Object  EE
Light Curve Data Table

Optional Parameters

Download Data

Light Curve x-axis JD@UT O

. Fanter ~ Brnghter  Normal
Negative
Observations L a.;d < d m;d ) CE'QSEJJ

Observation Visual CCD DSLE  FPhotographic
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~ Reviewing Observations - ..
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Now click on “Light Curve” or “Data Table”
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vation, Triangle = Brighter than A erything else

J Gainzford, K Griffiths




Further Informatlon

ﬁ ‘.0 BAA VSS Online Database -
http //brltastro org/vssdb/mdex php

» BAA VSS maln Web pages:
http [/Www. brltastro org/vss/ .

. Informatlon on: f|Ie formats and uploadmg
observatlons

' http //www brltastro org/vss/data submission. htm ,

. Mulen
http //c munipack. sourceforge net/
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http://britastro.org/vssdb/index.php
http://www.britastro.org/vss/
http://www.britastro.org/vss/data_submission.htm
http://c-munipack.sourceforge.net/

