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SN1987A Discoverers 

 Feb 24.23: Ian Shelton, Las Campanas 

Observatory, Chile 

 Feb 24.33: Oscar Duhalde, Las Campanas 

Observatory, Chile 

 Feb 24.37: Albert Jones, Nelson, NZ 

 Feb 24.83: Colin Henshaw, Kadoma, 

Zimbabwe 
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Other Eruptive Stars 

 EX Lup: Bright flare up in 1955-1957 

 HD5980: Outburst in 1994 

 CPD-56 8032: Renamed V837 Ara 

 HDE326823: Renamed V1104 Sco 

 HDE269006: Outburst in 2009 

 HDE269582: Flare up in 2010 

 GSC 9162 0727: Bright state in 2010 
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R71 = HDE269006 

 Luminous blue variable in LMC 

 Albert Jones notified Nidia Morrell of outburst in 

2009 
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Assorted Light Curves 
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R Dor Paper in 1998 
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eta Car Paper in 1999 
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 Z Cir Paper in 2001 

 Z Cir was 

originally 

catalogued as 

a RCB star 

 Albert Jones 

observations 

revealed it to 

be Mira type 
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L2 Pup Paper in 2002 
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V837 Ara Paper in 2004 
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V837 Ara (formally CPD-56 8032) 

 Central star of 

PK 332.9-09.9 

 Commenced 

monitoring in 

June 1990 

 Was officially 

designated 

V837 Ara on 

basis of Jones 

observations 
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AR Pav Paper in 2004 
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IV Vir Paper in 2004 
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Comet Work 

 1945: Joined BAA & NZAS Comet Sections 

 1945: Independently recovered P/Kopff 

 1946: Discovered C/1946P1 near U Pup 

 1952-1990: Assistant Director of the BAA Comet 
Section 

 2000: Co-discovered C/2000 W1 near T Aps 

 54 year interval between discoveries 

 Oldest person (80) to discover a comet 
“communications have come a long way since my 
first discovery” 
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With Heather Couper in 1995 
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With 

Patrick 

Moore 

 in 

 1997 
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Albert & Carolyn Jones in 2004 
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With Frank Bateson in 2004 
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Tribute from Frank Bateson in 1959 

 “I would like to record the magnificent 

contribution that has been made to our 

Section’s work by Albert Jones of Timaru. 

The skill and accuracy of his observations 

are matched only by their persistency and 

numbers.”  
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Honours, Awards & Medals (1) 

 1945: Murray Geddes Memorial Prize 

 1947: Donohoe Comet Medal from the ASP 

 1949: Donovan Medal & Prize from the 

Donovan Astronomical Trust (NSW)  

 1956: Michaelis Gold Medal & Prize from 

the University of Otago 

 1960: Jackson Gwilt Medal & Gift (jointly 

with Frank Bateson) from the RAS  
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Honours, Awards & Medals (2) 

 1968: Merlin Medal & Gift from the BAA 

 1973: Bronze Comet Medal from the ASP 

 1987: Officer of the Order of the British Empire 

(OBE) 

 1988: Minor Planet 3152 Jones named by 

discoverers Alan Gilmore & Pamela Kilmartin 

 1997: Directors Award from the AAVSO  

 1998: Steavenson Memorial Award from the BAA  
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Honours, Awards & Medals (3) 

 1998: Edward A Halbach Amateur Achievement 

Award from the ASP 

 2001: Edgar Wilson Award from the SAO 

 2004: Honorary Doctorate of Science from 

Victoria University, Wellington 

 2005: Murray Geddes Prize (jointly with Carolyn 

Jones)  

 2008: Merit Award from the AAVSO  

 2011: Honorary life membership of the AAVSO  
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Honorary Doctorate of Science 

Victoria University, Wellington 
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Inputting Observations in 2009 
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Nelson 

Museum 

in 2009 

 Instrument 
shown was 
constructed by 
Albert Jones 
and purchased 
at auction for 
the museum 
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Final photo 

of LESBET 

in 2011 

 In April 2011 

the Nelson 

Museum took 

custody of 

LESBET 
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12.5” Dobsonian in 2011 
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Observing Aged 90+ 

 Carolyn helps me get going then she 
comes to the door and calls to ask if I am 
alright several times an hour. Then helps 
me when I have finished and come back 
inside. Carolyn would stay up later if there 
was something urgent for me to observe 
but I have asked Rod Stubbings and Eric 
Blown to monitor important stars so I can 
relax knowing these stars are being 
monitored without me 



BAA VSS meeting at York - June 2014 29 

Quotations 

 Sorry for the delay, I am recovering from another 

fall and broken collar bone - Tad C Nile 

 My proper motion is rather slow and I have to be 

careful not to fall over again – Gerry Attrick 

 Being a mere amateur has the advantage that I 

can observe what I want to observe and 

whenever I wish 

 My greatest discovery is my wife Carolyn 

 Quote from Carolyn: “Yes, he has only found one 

supernova, but it was a GOOD one”  
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Observations of V339 Del on 15th  

September 2013 at 23:00UT 

 20:58: John Toone 

 <21:00: Mike Gainsford 

 22:01: Andy Wilson 

 23:00: David Connor 

 23:00: Tom Lloyd-Evans 

 23:05: Bjorn Granslo 

 01:00: Denis Buczynski 

 15th & 17th Arne Henden 

 14th & 16th Jonathan Shanklin  
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Some VS Observing Facts 

1. His first observation was of CP Pup at mag 6.3 on 

18th January 1943 

2. His last observation was of V766 Cen at mag 7.1 

on 31st August 2011 

3. His observing career (age 22-91) spanned 68 

years and 225 days 

4. He averaged 20 observations daily, 600 

observations monthly & 7,500 observations 

annually 
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At Government House in 1987 
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 Rod Stubbings (VSS RASNZ) 

 Elizabeth Waagen (AAVSO) 

 Peter Williams (VSS RASNZ) 


