Obiltuary

Alan Clark Heslo

Aldan Heslop, who was bom in Sun
derland on 1937 September 11, was
a member of the Association for 58
years, Although he was not very
well known in BAA circles he was
nevertheless a knowledgeable ama-
teur astronomer who hod 8 passion
for instrument-making and espe-
cially for optical design. He served
an apprenticeship in mechanical
engineering al Bristol Adreralt in
Sunderland, and later, secing an op-
portunity o pursue his astronemi-
cal interests, he moved (o Grubb
Parsons in Neweastle-upon-Tyne.
I first met him at that time, and
we worked together in the drawing
office — Alan on the 98-inch [2.4m]
lsanc Newton Telescope, Aler
working for two years on the final
slages of the INT's hydraulic sys-
tems and accessory equipment,
Alan moved 1o optical design, Ina
small office, with Erie Braithwaile
his boss and chicf optical designer,
and the latest computers of the
19605, he Mogged out and corrected
the shapes and curves of many mir-
rors ind lenses in the ancillary sys-
tems of large elescopes, which was
work that he really enjoyed.
Some time afterwards Alan ok up a job in
the parent company, C. A, Pargons, and a few
yenrs lnter he Tell there and entered the teach-
ing profession, During all these years he con-
tinued with his astronomy, He began making a
I T-inch [432mm ] (4 reNector using the Rev T,
H, E. C. Espin's no. 2 mirror (a Calver), and
cartied oul mumerous smaller projects, includ-
ing a Schielspicgler and a rich-field welescope.
In all his projects Alan had the help, advice,
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Alan Heslop with Len Clucas's 6-inch folded refractor
o o Calver mount,

and guidance of his long-time (viend Gordon
Percival, o keen engineer and telescope-maker.

His witie of nearly 40 yvears, Moirn, died
2002, and shortly afierwards Alan was diag-
nosed with Parkinson's disease, Despite physi-
cal disabilities, he continued in his workshop
until 2012 December 17, when he collapsed
and died, pursuing his passion to the last, He
left one son, Stephen,

Len Clucas



