Obituary

Brian George William Manning, 1926-2011

It was with great sadness to all amateur astrono-
mers, especially those interested in photography
and imaging, that we leamt of the death of Brian
Manning on 2011 November 10, at the age of 85
vears. He had moved from his home called
‘Mocnrakers' in Stakenbridge, Worcestershire, to
Nightingales Residential Home following a |
illness, His wafe Alice, whom he married in 1964,
moved into the same home but sadly died on 2010
Febuary 4. Although he received loving care from
the staft of the home he greatly missed Alice.
Brian was born on 1926 May 14, at
Handsworth in Birmingham, son of a press
toolmaker, and when he was six years old the
family moved to Hagley in Worcestershire, Af-
ter attending local schools, he later went to
Stourbridpe School of Art until the age of 15.
From there he gained employment as adraughts-
man but also attended courses on mechanical
ineering. Whilst browsing Hudsons bookshop
mmhe came across a book entitled
Preparation of Mirvors for Astromomical Tel-
escopes and set about grimding and polishing a
3Tmm diameter mirror from a frapment of plate
glass which had resulted from the German bomb-
mg of a factory. His enthusiasm for astronomy
was fired up, leading to the constraction of &
Ramszden evepiece and eventually the assembly
of his first home-made telezcope.
Thronghout his observing career Bnian had 2
particular passion for photographing comets and
asteroids. His first imape of a minor planet was
(7) Iniz in 1947 with a 25mm objective lens ina
crude mounting driven by an alarm clock moter.

He also viewed Comet
Encke using a completed
175mm mirror and portable
ustorial mounting. On
1647 November 27 he was
elected a member of the As-
Evonghout s - Tn 1930
t his life. In
he became a merber of the
Birmingham Astronomical
Group (‘Society” as it is
now), which had recently
been founded.

He built a 0.26m reflec-
tor which was to become
the main telescope for his
many high quality photo-
graphs and was also used
to discover astercids. It was
initially housed in a Tectan-
gular observatory and an ex-
tremely heavy counter-
weight, purchazed from his
emplovers, balanced the tel-
escope tube on an offset
English mounting. The scaffold pipes used for
the square tube were salvaged from his parents”
house, and all this demonstrated s skills in
putting topether a well-made mstrument from
VANOUS SOUTCes.

On marrying Alice in 1964, Brian bought
Mocnrakers” and in 1970 started the construe-
tion of another observatory comprising a 3-me-
tre diameter dome. A detailed des,c:ri&tiou afl—
peared in the BAA Joursal in 1975 [85(3)]. In
the meantime he joned the University of Bir-
mingham 1n 1968, workang as a semor techmician
in the Metrology Laboratory, as his shalls had
come to the attention of staff there,

Brian's many articles in the Jowrmal of the
Association and The Astronomer (TA) cover a
wide range of subjects relating to instrumenta-
tion and techniques. Fortunately, when ] became
editar of TA in 1975, this coincided with Brian
starting to contribute articles and Ehotognphs
in virtually every month's issue of the magazine
and it soon became apparent that in addition to
his experience as atelescope maker, he was keen
to help with confirming new discovenies and fol-
lowing up unusual objects such as Apollo aster-
oids and comets. He was quickly flagged in my
mind as semeone who was modest uiet but
could contribute a great deal of scientific value
to his hobby. My concem, as TA editor, was
that 1 might be placing too much pressure on
him with frequent requests to confirm discover-
ies, but Brian immediately showed that he en-
joved the challenge and recognised the value of
responding to the need for photographs. Fol-
lovwine one request Comet Chermyddh was maeed.

EBrian Manning in
Hurse.

his workshop at Stakenbridge, 2000 April 26. Guy

constructed his own measuring engine with re-
markable results. He also taught limself, with
help from Peter, how to apply the mathematical
reduction precedure. This all led to his receiving
the well-dezerved TA Annual Award in 1978,
voted for by his peers.

Following years of study, Brian wrote a com-
prehensive account in the Jowrnal in 1982 Apnl
about diffraction gratings and provided encour-
agement to many other people engaged in build-
ing their own spectrohelioscopes. He performed
an inferesting experiment to measure the Dop-
pler shuft in spectral hines between the east and
west llmabf of the Sun, and hence determine the

orial rotation speed. Building a ruling en-
Eﬁﬁx dsfﬁmﬁmg:p:imgs Was angg!eat ac?fe'.'e-
ment, the culmination of over 20 vears of work
on the project; very few people have ever at-
tem) teg such incredible precision outside of
professicnal laboratories.

On 1988 February 2, Minor Planet Center
Circular 12809 was received by the author and [
was astonished to find that I had the privilege of
ﬁppemng on the same pa%: as Brian when Ted

owell named two of hus discovenes as (3697)
Guyhurst and (3698) Manning. A copy remains
on my study wall as a reminder of this special
occasion. Brian's citation, prepared by Brian
Marsden, mentioned how even at that stage his
astrometric measures, including those from the
International Halley Whatch, “had been consist-
ently timely and of the highest accuracy”.

His volumne of images was extraon r and
covered almost every type of cbject in the heav-
ens, bat it was the discovery of asteroids for which



made on astrometry of asteroids but there vas a
perception inthe UK that discoveries now
a ‘professional class’ of equipment. Inspired by
this article and the challenge of an 80-year
since the previous numbered English asteronds,
when Brian took graphs of periodic comet
Schwassmann-W ann on 1989 October 4
with a follow-up on October 5, he rang me with
the news he had found four astercids on the first
icture, three of which also on the fol-
ow-up image! It was scon established that Brian
had two observations that were classed as
discovenies, which were given the temporary des-
ignations of 1989TE (now 7239 Mobberley) and
1989TN1. The third asteroid recorded on both
mights was a recovery of one previously discov-
ered in 1968, and the fourth was considered lost
for the time being.

T recall transmitting details using STARLINK,
an early form of communication to profession-
als (when many people had not even heard of
the ‘Intemet’). Brian Marsden responded com-

ing that the last mumbered minor planet dis-
covered in the UK was found at Greenwich in
1209 January, though another potentially
numberzble object was A%09 TF discovered on
1909 Oct 3, exactly 80 years befora Brian's con-

firmatory image of his discoveries on 1989 Oc-
tober5 a e comncidence!
This led to many such discoveries by Brian

using his 0.26m reflector at Smm.bndg' {station
494) and initially listed in TA for 1990 April
Some were later termed ‘recoveries” after link to
mw%dsiﬁmﬁmwﬁ
eventually be num a3 Bnan had princi
detection with positions leading to a firm orbit.
This success in the discovery of asteroids as
well as his many other achievements led in 1990
to Brian's being the first recipient of the Asso-
ciation’s Horace Dall Medal and Gift, A main
hellfl:':}ugmd, 199}135?2?; also named after his
wife by Brian as (4751) Alicemanning, recognis-
ing her long-standing support. Six years later the
University of Birmingham awarded him an hon-
arary degree of Doctor of Science at the age of
T01n recognition of his scientific achievements.
InJune 1998 Brian's | 1th asteroid, 1995 YP2,
was numbered, which was one more than the
record of the English discoverer ], R. Hind Hind's
record had stood for an amazing 141 vears as
Brian first observed 1993 YP2 on Christmas
Day, 1995 and Hind's last discovery was in 18541
Mok only this, but Brian's first photograph of an
asteroid was of (7) Iris, also Hind's first asteroid

discovery found by him in 1847 August.
Even though Bnan excelled at building -
ment and securing images ofmmymtm
during the photographic age, he embraced the
CCD revolution without hesitation. My memary
of some of his earliest photographs which he
showed me from his archives during visits by
myzelf and my wife Anne to Stakenbridge, were
of two comets in 1957, and in particular that of
Comet Arend-Roland with its marvellous anti-
tail. We have fond memories of our visits and
were made most welcome by a erfiil and
friendly couple.
hagﬁ was always a mﬁ{ modﬁ;n who
reloped skills in m,
ment whichto lm hawbegmoo;:lp;
challenge, However it was his mﬁl to use the

devices and telescopes to their full potential
whichmade him an Ftmdi amateur astrono-
M.I-_ﬁ:ﬂm cnfirming other people’s dis-
coveries and the investigation of queries
will always be remembered.

I .am grateful to Colin Anderten whe provided
much personal backgrownd detail about Brian
from the early years,

Guy M, Hurst




