Obituary

Charles Chilton, 1917-2013

For BAA members “of a certain age’, the name
Charles Chilton s forever associated with happy
childhood evenings by the fire, as BBC radio’s
Journey into Space and its sequels The Red Flanat
and The World in Peril carmied us away from dull
19505 Britain to other worlds and who knew
what exciting futures. Charles joined the BAA
in 1952 and remained a member wntil his death
at the age of 95 on January 2 this year.

Charles Frederick William Chifton was bom
on 1917 hune 135, son of a cletk mn 5t Pancras,
London:; his 19-year old father was killed at Ar-
ras and never saw his newbom son. His mother
died when he was 5 as the result of a botched
(illzgal) abortion, and Charles was brought up
by hus paternal grandmother He left school as

soon as possible at the age of 14; the story tells
that cne moming m 1932 he was walking past
the BBC's new headquarters at Broadcasting
House and asked the commissionaire if there
were any jobs gomg.

Joining the Corporation first as a messenger,
he soon moved to the creative side and discov-
ered a love of music, particularly jazz, and
helped to present and produce his own late
night radio shows. He joined the RAF m 1941
as an air gunner, but was soon assigned to a
training role, mstructing aircrew on navigating
by the stars, which developed his interest in
astronomy and space.

Chilton’s 46-year career in BBC Radio en-
compassad writing, producing or directing many

of the most well-known programmes of the era,
mcluding Riders of the Range, which onginated
from a trip to Amernca to research the music of
the Wild West for the Corporation. His Jour-
ney info Space mlogy ran from 1953 to 1958
and attracted an andience of over five million
devotees, remarkable for the time.

In 1961, remembenng the father that he never
knew, Chilton wrote and produced a nmsical
documentary called The Long Long Trail basad
on the songs and events of the First World War.
This transferred to the stage, and later a film_ as
Ch, What a Lovely War!, a bitter satinical com-
mentary on the realities of war which still has
powerful resonance today.

Charles C’hllmnmalnedPenelopeColhedi a
secretary at the BBC, in 1947 They had a daugh-
ter and two sons, all of whom, with Penelope.
survive him He was created MBE for services
to radio in 1972.
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