Charleg Thomas Whitmell.

Charles Thoons Whitmell, M. A, B.Se,, F.R.AS., died
toth December 1919, A whole-hearted follower of seience, he
pursned its teachings in many various, though coguate, branches,
concentratiog himself finally on astronomy, He waz one of
those persons, of great value to the world, who not only study,
but stimulnte others to stwly 3 an euthusisstie admirer of the
world ss it presents itself to our semses ; and not forgetful, either,
of that other world which lies deeper than our senses, the world
in which personnl feeling rules,

He was horn on the 1oth of July 184g, in Leeds, where his
father was a clerk of the Bank of England (and chiel clerk for
some vesrs before his rvetivement),  FKdueated as a boy in the



Lesds Grammar School, he won a Queen’s Prize for proficiency in
Loorganie Chemiztry in May 1864 : and it is interesiing to learn
that gix months before that date he had received o letter from
Faraday (which [ believe exists siill). In another feld of
activity, he won a prize for throwing the ericket ball. e lefi
the Grammar School at the end of 1864, and from that date
until August 1868, he studied for a seicnmifie degree (IL.Se.), al
the London University, whielh he gained @ and with it he won
the exhibition of t._|,{> u year for two vears, awarded for pro-
ficieney in Natural l']lﬂnrnpllv anid (‘Ilmlusrl}' He bad also
made attempts af 4 more permanent livelibood, but these enme
to nothing @ and on gth April 1869 he obtained a Nataral Seience
Seholarship at Trinity College, Cumbridge, heing rhen three
momths short of 20 years old.

In hiz college eareer he obtuined distinetions (among others
n Winchester Reading Prize), snd every now wd then he
delivered leetures to societies (one on Hamlet zoon after tuking
his degree). In the Mathematical Tripos he was s2nd (1oth
Senior Cptima ), o very fair degree ; but in the Natural Scicuees
Tripos he was 15t in the 1ot Class, o high distinetion,  This was
towards the end of 1872 + and during the following year he 1ook
pupils at Cambridze.  Also he gave lectures on behall of the
University of Cambridge ( University Extension leetures), and
for  eouple of veurs wos aomaster at Tonbridge School 3 but in
1879 he entered upon the most long-continued activity of his
life, being appointed an Tnepector of Schools under the Eduestion
Department.  Though his primary ambition had lain in wider
fields of theory, he applied himself most faithfolly to the
practical work : and his rare courtesy and  considerateness
towards the teachers whose work he supervised and controlled
wasg angwers] on their part with trust and greatitode, as was
shiown by testimonials and addresses received by him hoth at
Cardiff’ and Leeds, the two prineipal centres where his work
had lain.  * The great aftection and esteem in whieli yon are
held "—such were the terms iu which the Leeds reachers
expressed their feclings towards him.

All this time he was wor forgetful of sciencs ; and in his
travels in North Aweciea in 18383 he had  been particularly
interested in the geology of the Yellowstone distrier, of the
Yosemite valley, snd, above all, of the Colorado eafioms, and hud
aeenmulated literatore on these subjects.  Moreover, be was in
continnons seiontific correspondence (chiefly mathematical and
astronomical) with all manner of persons, bigh and low ; aml
this correspondence he preserved in o series of invaluable
logbooks, whieh it is 1o be hoped may find a safe and permanent
home.  Pamphlets also he kept, in great number, valoable and
various, He was a Member of the Royal Astronomical Society,
the British Astronomienl Soviety, and of all the seientific societive
in Leeds,

He married in 1903 ; his charming, gifted wife (née Lucy
Foster), anthor of the well-kuown poem * Chrigt in Flanders,”
died in 1917, to his great grief, He himself wrote poetry, some
of which desorves to be remembered.

Hec;l.uﬂout reviviseat, Jonx R. MozLey.




