Obiruary

Stanley William Milbourn. 1925-1997

Stan Milboum, who died on 1997 Aungust
24, was bom on 1925 Sepiember 3 af
Hampton, Middlesex to the southwest of
London. The next year his parents moved 1o
nearky Thames Dirton where the family bad
owned a grocery simre since 1833, He was
an onby child.

Stan attended Ewell

Road School, Surhi-
tom. but his educarion
was ot short by the
autbreak of World War
Two i 1939, His fimt
job was with the Mer-
chant Navy Officers
Penzion Fund at Esher
and Ewell, and then in
1942 he joined the
Roval Ax Force and
trained a: a navigater.
But with the end of the
war approaching and a
sherfage of metorol-
ogists, he was trans-
farred to the Air Mini-
sy in Londen whers
be served uonl demo-
bilized i 1947, He
was already very inter-
ested in the weather
baving built a weather stafion in bis back
garden durne his schoeldays

Anpther of Stap's preat interests was
cricket. He was coached by his paternal
erandfather who was a former Sumey cock-
eter and Stan. who developed into an excel-
lent batsman and slow Zeft-arm bowler,
daclined several offers to become a profes-
sional cricketer. He decided that his fahume
was in the family busioess which needad o
be built up again after the food atoning and
shorages of wartime. He mamied Efleen in
1949 and they worked together in the basi-
ness umiEl # was sold in 1971 They then
maoved to a village Post Office at Copthoms
Bank, West Sussex unfil they retred in 1990
when they setiled in Cam mear Durley m
Glpacestershire to be near relatives and
emjoy darker skies.

5tan's interest in the sky, the weather and
astronomy started at an early age. His
mpther used to point out the stars to him m
hbis pushchair when refuming from visits o
his erandparents. National Service and the
meed to put the famely business on a sound
footing took priofity over asmonomy and
compuiing in the ninsteen fiortes and mach
of the fiffies

San was elected io the membership of the
Association in 1937 November, the month
following the launch of the UVSSHE Spomik
1, the first successfol amificial Earh sae-
ellite. The wisual observation of artificial

Smn Milbeum (i 1980)

Earnth satellites was to become ap important
aspect of his astronomical work., He offen
managed fo pet observations mo difficult
conditions when others were less success-
ful. In 1963 the Jowrnal published his paper
oo making predictions for observing artifi-
cial satellites.” He had a worldwids reputa-
don for the accomcy of
his satell#e obsemne
A3 an example, King-
Hele and Walker amal-
vied observagons of
the Cosmos 34 rockst
b 36 visual obsarvers,
the special saellie-
tracking Hewitt cam-
era and a kinstheodo-
lite: Stam's residuals
werz the lowest of the
wiznal observers and
actually better than
those of the kmetheod-
olite! He also comiri-
bated observations to
the world-wide Moon-
waich programme and
in the results of 1963,
ooly one of the 50
observers had lower
Tesiduals.

The other great interest in Stan's astro-
nomiical liff was compuong, especially
comet orbits. He gained international racog-
mition for the scope and acouracy of this
work, He soned compating comef orbits
and ephemerides for the Computing Secion
in 1962 and contimaed until bis bast year. In
19285 he became Assistant Director of the
Computing Section, a post he held undl his
deathy The results of his work can be seenin
the Hondbooks for 1063-1998 and in cata-
lopues and circulars. He started his comps-
iz work using log-mbles, md mewed
throngh mechanical calculators, programm-
able electromic caloalaters to
personal compufers, teaching
himself the technigues and
proprammimg skills as well as
keeping abreast of the continal
Improvements m asronomical
compuatational methods and
sources of astromomical data
He was noded for his afention
i deil and the accuracy of
hiz results. 5fan wrote pro-
grams for comet ephemenides
and astromemic reduction pro-
gram: and made them fieely
availabie fo others.

His Infersst m comsts ex-
tended to their observation and
he wmsed a 150mm reflscior
as well as the 125mm Apopes

Mponwaich telescope for wisaal observa-
tions. When m 1968 M. P. Candy resiened
the Dmectorship of the Comet Section fo
takee up a post at Perth Observatory, Western
Austmaliz, Smn Milhoum was appointed to
mcceed him His accession was soon o be
marked by ons of the most visible comess of
the cennary. comet Bemmett, discoversd in
1848 December. There followed the much-
malipned comet Eokoutek in 1973-74 and
the spectacular comet Westin 1976. In 1973
MiTboum started the Comet Section Bulle-
tm. inifially under the editorship of 4. P
Stephens. Twenty-six Bulletin: were issusd
between 1973 and 1987. In E976 M. I.
Hendrie was appointed Depuary Direcior of
the Section becommz Dhrector in 1977 oo
Stan’s resippation from the post: this
allowed Stan to devote mare time to his
COmputing

Almest simce their inception by G
Meron in [923, the BAA Cirowlors had
been edited by the Director of the Comst
Section as most of the reports in them
were ¥bout the discovery of pew comets or
the rewm of penodic comess Before
perzonal compufers, i was an omerous
task o compute a provisional orbir for a
pew comef guickly, and then write, have
prineed and dismibute the f‘fm.u'a:': to the
many subscrbers. Afier g the
Dirsctorship of the Comet Section, 5=n
readily agresd to confmue to deal with
Computing marters within the Section and
to confinee a5 Edior of the Circuwlars
whirh Council decided to make a separate
appomment gufside the Section. The rate
of discovery of comets and the wider
mnge of other objects now within the reach
of members had increased greatly ower
the years. Son had edited the Circulars for
18 years when Don Miles took them oo m
1985,

S@n was wvery helpful to The dnronomer
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during its eardy vears when the small
mambearship could not afard a subscripton
to the Ceofral Bumeau of Astonomical
Telegrams. He often acted as a go-berwesn.
passing miormation oo discoveries aod
obsarvations both ways.

Hez ohserved toll eclipses of the Sun in
Eenya (1920} and Java {1983) and another
year toured the Freat observatonss in the
westarn USA. In 1980 Sean was awarded the
Association's Merlin Madal and Gift for his
computing work and Minor Planet 3699
Milboum was named in his howour. He was
a Fellow of the Foyal Astromomical Socisty
gnce 1058 He served a5 an ordinary
member of the BAA Council and for many
years attended most of the Londan mestings
of the Association. Afier a meeting Stan
Milboum could be found puffng his pips
and conversing with a steady sream of
members who wished fo benefit from his
experience and knowledge. He had a quist
manner it was always approachable and

gave Tesly of his tme o
help others pursue their
parmioniar imberests. As aoe
who worked closely with
him for many years I can
confinen what many have
inld me that he was an
utterly reliable colleague
and & good friend He will be
sadly miszed His wife
Eileen survives him and o
her we offer our sincere
condolences.

I would like to ackoowl-
edee the assitance of those
who have provided or
checked facts for this obim-
ary, especially Guy Hurst,

Siam in Jawa, waiting for the start of the 1583 Fumae total solar schipss.
Phote: Rod Saitsiury

Howard Miles, Fod Salishury, Guniun Eeference
Taylor and Eileen Milboum. My thanks g
to them all 1 MElhouns S, W, 'Arificil Satllites - om obain-

g the wb-sallite podnt,
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